
185. Dome of the Rock 

Jerusalem, Palestine. Islamic, Umayyad. 

691-692 C.E. with multiple renovations. 

Stone masonry and wooden roof decorated with glazed ceramic tile, mosaics, and gilt 

aluminum dome (2 images) 

 Article at Khan Academy 

 shrine located on the Temple Mount in the Old City of Jerusalem 

 one of the oldest works of Islamic architecture 

 architecture and mosaics were patterned after nearby Byzantine churches and palaces.[4] The octagonal plan of 

the structure may also have been influenced by the Byzantine Chapel of St Mary (also known as Kathisma and al-

Qadismu) built between 451 and 458 on the road between Jerusalem and Bethlehem 

 site's significance stems from religious traditions regarding the rock, known as the Foundation Stone, at its 

heart, which bears great significance for Jews and Muslims 
o constructed on the site of the Second Jewish Temple, which was destroyed during the Roman Siege of 

Jerusalem in 70 CE. (as well as the first Jewish temple) 
o Muslims believe the location of the Dome of the Rock to be the site of a Islamic miracle 

 the Dome of the Rock was constructed by the order of Umayyad Caliph Abd al-Malik between 689 and 691 CE. 

The Temple Mount had by then been left undeveloped for centuries after another Jewish revolt against Roman 

rule in the fourth century CE. 

 the Dome of the Rock was intended to compete with the many fine buildings of worship of other religions 
o The very form of a rotunda, …  although it was foreign to Islam, attempted to rival the many Christian 

domes of its time 
o The diameter of the dome of the shrine is 20.20 m (66.3 ft) and its height 20.48 m (67.2 ft) 

 The structure is basically octagonal. It comprises a wooden dome, approximately 20 m (66 ft) in diameter, which 

is mounted on an elevated drum consisting of a circle of 16 piers and columns.[12] Surrounding this circle is an 

octagonal arcade of 24 piers and columns. The outer facade is made of porcelain[13] and mirrors the octagonal 

design. They each measure approximately 18 m (60 ft) wide and 11 m (36 ft) high. Both the dome and the 

exterior walls contain many windows 
 During the reign of Suleiman the Magnificent (1520–1566) the exterior of the Dome of the Rock was 

covered with tiles. This work took seven years. 

 The interior of the dome is lavishly decorated with mosaic, faience and marble, much of which was 

added several centuries after its completion. It also contains Qur'anic inscriptions 

 In 1993, the golden dome covering was refurbished following a donation of $8.2 million by King Hussein of 

Jordan who sold one of his houses in London to fund the 80 kilograms of gold required 

 Religious significance: 
 According to some Islamic scholars, the rock is the spot[22] from which the Islamic prophet Muhammad 

ascended to Heaven accompanied by the angel Gabriel. Further, Muhammad was taken here by Gabriel 

to pray with Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.[23] Other Islamic scholars believe that the Prophet ascended to 

Heaven from the Al-Aqsa Mosque.[24][25] 
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 The Foundation Stone and its surroundings is the holiest site in Judaism. Though Muslims now pray 

towards the Kaaba at Mecca, they once faced the Temple Mount as the Jews do. Muhammad changed 

the direction of prayer for Muslims after a revelation from Allah. Jews traditionally regarded the 

location of the stone as the holiest spot on Earth, the site of the Holy of Holies during the Temple 

Period. 

 According to Jewish tradition, the stone is the site where Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac. In 

the story of the near-sacrifice in the Quran, the son is not named, but the majority opinion among 

Muslims is that the son was Ishmael rather than Isaac 

 The Dome of the Rock has inspired the architecture of a number of buildings 

 It was long believed by Christians that the Dome of the Rock echoed the architecture of the Temple in 

Jerusalem, as can be seen in Raphael's The Marriage of the Virgin and in Perugino's Marriage of the Virgin. 

 The site has been a source of conflict between Christians and Muslims for centuries 
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